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The Editor Says 


In the passing of Fay F. Reed, 
C.H.S. has lost one of its most 
loyal and enthusiastic members. 
Fay was a man who really loved 
the circus—and never missed one 
if there was a possible way of 
making it onto the lot. We who 
had the pleasure of meeting him 
at several conventions, were es- 
pecially impressed by the love 
and devotion shown to one an- 
other by Fay and wife, Mabel. In 
this day of fast marriages and 
even faster divorces, they were a 
wonderful example to the world 
at large—an example that many 
should study deeply. We, of the 


Bandwagon staff, have spoken of 


Fay many times—and feel that 
we were especially favored in 
having been allowed to know him. 
To paraphrase an old poem, Fay 
was surely one who Loved His 
Fellow Man. Mrs. Reed, | am 
sure will be glad to hear from any 
of our members. The address is 
424 South Warwick Street, St. 
Paul, Minn. 


GOOD TO CHILDREN 


in by Fay Reed 


Mass.—(U.P.)—Harry Laib- 
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My 1953 Trip To Tulsa, By Way of 


Fredonia, Kansas 


By Bette Leonard 


On the morning of April 11, the phone rang and the Bernards 
asked me to go to Tulsa, Okla., to see the Gil Gray Circus. Fred and 
| had planned on going but “’Guys and Dolls’’ come to Wichita on 
that date and as Fred is a stage hand along with all the other ac- 
tivities that he has he was unable to take me, so | had given it up. 
When the phone call came it was snowing and | said this is no day 
for visiting circuses. They reminded me that the Gil Gray show was 
showing in a building, so after a couple of phone calls to Fred, (who 
said you know you are dying to go, so go ahead) which | did. 


We detoured by way of Fredonia, ‘‘Dad’’ White’s town, to catch 
the opening of the Wallace and Clark Circus. By the time we got 
there it was a cold drizzly rain, the lot was not too far out and the 
first person to greet us was “’Shorty’’ Linn. He took us to the side 
show which was about to open and introduced us to Dee Aldrich 
who proudly showed us a fine looking hippo, plus three big Semis 
with a bunch of well-fed looking animals. We then made the big 
top. They had the bull and four camels just inside the front door, 
talked to ‘‘Luke’’ Anderson, and then went to the ticket wagon to 
see Laura Anderson. Our old friend ‘‘Red’’ Rumble gave us a cup 
of hot coffee which sure hit the spot. Then we went to see Frank 
Ellis who has the finest looking big Chimp | have seen and is a real 
attraction. 


Show looks swell on the lot, top is massive for a truck show, much 
as we wanted to, we were unable to stay for the matinee, as we still 
had a trip ahead of us. We missed “‘Dad’’ White as he had just 
left the lot. 


We arrived at Tulsa, Okla., just as the big show was starting. The 
vast arena was packed and Gil Gray really puts on a beautiful show. 
The three Strobilite numbers are georgous. Wardrobe is out of this 
world. This makes the third year that we have caught the show at 
Tulsa, and each year surpasses the other. A. Morton Smith and 
Frank E. Schmitz were on hand from Gainsville, Texas, also a dele- 
gation of Shriners from Waco, Texas, who bought the show for next 
season. 


Show does not put out a program so | will list some of the acts. 
Every one was good. The clowns have always been standouts to me. 
As most of them are in white face, Mickey McDonald was right at 
home as they have just purchased a new home there in Tulsa. Jack 
and Velma Harrison were also bragging on their new home that 
they have just built in Wichita on the site of the one that burned 
down recently. They are also proud grandparents of twins, a boy 
and a girl, born May 2nd in St. Louis, to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Zoppe. 


George King’s Camel and Llama act is a honey, a real novelty, 
and the three baby bulls steal the show. Hazel King’s Liberty Horses 
are also standouts. Portis Simms presents a most unusual Dog and 
Pony act. The Zoppes Riding act goes over with a bang as well as 
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their work in the unsupported Ladder act. Other fine acts were Lou 
Henderson’s Chimp act, Bob Atterbury’s High Wire act, the DeWayne 
Troupe, and a host of others. The Shrine gave a supper party after 
the show. 


We arrived at the building the next day around one o’clock intend- 
ing to make a short visit with the folks and leave early for Wichita. 
Instead it was around four o’clock when we left to go to the hotel 
to pick up our bags. The agreement with ‘‘Buster’’ Bernards girl 
friend when we left Wichita was that he was to get her back to 
Wichita early Sunday so she could get some things done before hav- 
ing to start at work Monday. Well, we were merrily on our way 
when out on the prairie the car just gave a cough and died, we were 
out of gas. It was just getting dark, and no filling station in nine 
miles. Across in the distance | saw the roofs of a farm house, and 
| suggested that “‘Buster’’ go get some gas there but he said that 
he was afraid of dogs. | said that | wasn’t, so we started out. The 
girl friend stayed in the car. The farmer was most affable, said 
sure he would give us some gas, but that we would have to wait until 
he was through milking the cows as he had a milking machine on 
them and couldn't stop it. While waiting he asked us where we had 
been and | told him to Tulsa to a circus, that was enough, he told 
me all about the first circus he had seen as a boy (couldn’t remember 
the name of it). The cows run dry and it was getting later and later 
and | knew said girl friend was getting madder and madder. We 
finally got the gas and got back to the car, and started off again. 
Girl friend was now asleep in the back seat. “‘Buster’’ had spent a 
number of years on the U.S.O. shows across during world war the 
second and we were talking about the shows over in Europe, finally 
‘Buster’ said, ““you know we should of gone through Cleveland be- 
ore now, that is where we turn off.’’ | said, ‘‘“Gee whiz, we passed 
it about an hour ago, don’t you remember | said Cole and Walters 
played here on the 17th.’ He didn’t think so and we got out the 
maps and sure enough we were 52 miles beyond Cleveland. | said, 
“Turn this thing around as quick as you can as | know what an ex- 
plosion there will be from that back seat."" We had to stop at Wyono 
to pick up “‘Buster’s’’ mother and Aunt, who had been waiting for 
us since two o'clock in the afternoon. We finally got there and 
then said girl friend had to eat. After we got out of the hotel it was 
after ten o'clock so we headed for Wichita on high, running through 
one of the little towns at at least seventy. We heard the wailing 
sound of a siren. The girl friend said, ‘| didn’t know they had am- 
bulances in these small towns.’” As you guessed it, it wasn’t an 
ambulance but a policeman who ran us into the curb. 


Naturally, the first thing he asked was ‘‘where we thought we were 
going’ and “’Buster’’ very tearfully told him of all our hard luck and 
he added that Aunt Minnie was very sick and he had to get her 
home. Aunt Minnie groaned very realistically at this point. The 
policeman didn’t look too believing and he said to Aunt Minnie, 
‘You really are sick,’’ and she groaned again. So he said, ‘Well 
| should put you all in jail and hold your trial in the morning, but if 
she is sick, | will let you off with a fine.“’ So back we went to the 
courthouse where we waited until they got the Judge or someone 
out of bed, and it cost $13.00. We arrived in Wichita around two 
o’clock in the morning. 
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The “Singing Strong Man” 


By J. Lou Sampson, D.O., lowa Circus Historian 


It is seldom that one meets with a Strong man that writes and 
produces his own songs, yet that is what Leonard Austin does, who 
with Eldon Hope has started the Golden West Publishing Co. of 
Lorimor, lowa. He produced 190 songs for a New York Music Pub- 
lisher at little profit to himself, as their contract with the Dixie Music 
Publishing Co. has run out, they formed their own publishing com- 
pany. 


Billy Austin, as he is known to Show folks has had a varied career. 
He has five battle stars for service with the 67th Evacuation Hospital 
Unit in the European theatre. He worked 18 months after the war 
as a laboratory technician in a Munich, Germany, hospital. 


At 22 years of age he joined Kruzo’s Worlds Fair Museum at 
Oskosh, Wisconsin. He hitchhiked to the job, but could not find a 
wagon wheel to use in his act, so obtained a couple of flywheels and 
a bar making a 70-pound weight which he would Military Press from 
shoulder to arms length overhead with one hand twenty-five times 
at each show, doing twenty shows a day and offering five dollars to 
any man who could put it up more times with two hands than he 
could with one hand. Once he had to put it up 52 times to keep 
from losing his money. This is a very good record for any Strong 
Man. He weighed 170 pounds then, and is as strong as an Ox now 
at 150 pounds 


The next show he was on was the Sells-Sterling Circus, a four ring 


circus which traveled through Wisconsin, Michigan, Illinois, and 


Missouri. He was in the Side show and did his Strongman act and 
Fire eating. King Baille was manager of the annex and did magic, 
Joe Sweet did one man band and sword swallowing, Bob Peasly and 


WwW I f = 


and daughter, Velma, were also on this show. 


He knew Fred and Bette Leonard, The Ortons, Trapeze Act Heel 
and Toe Catch by Theresa Morales, Manual Macias, Mexican Wire 
Walker, The Hodgini Bros., Riders, as well as William, Pete, and Al 


Lindeman, on this fine Motorized circus. 


He traveled with the Sparton Bros. Circus through Missouri and 
Arkansas, and had some harrowing experiences on this Show, com- 
ing very near losing his life while doing The Hangman Act, when 
one of the helpers became tangled in the rope used in pulling him up 
to the top of the tent. 

The Wolf Bros. Carnival was another one he was on for a short 
time doing a Singing act, (using his own songs). 


One season on the Byers Bros. Carnival, he was in the Pit Show 
with the Midget Major Little, one of the smallest men alive. His 
weight was 18 pounds and Austin would hold him out to arms length 
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on the palm of his hand, he also did the Electric Chair act, Hang- 
man act, and Fire Eating. After each show the Barkers would say, 
“He lives again.” 


Born at Duncombe, la., 39 years ago, Austin has had six months 
of piano lessons, plays a good accordian, a bit of fiddle, and plenty 
of guitar. He has just published a booklet called ‘50 Song Poems 
by The Singing Strong Man.” A few of the titles are ‘’Pretty Dog 
Rover,’ ““Mother’s Moonlight Prayer,”’ ‘‘Gone, Like My Boy-Days,”’ 
“Life in the Saddle,” and ““The Drunkard’s Song.” 

“The lowa Waltz," which Leonard wrote three years ago and 
later assigned to the New York company, is considered one of his 
best. The Melody Mountain Boys sang it over KWD. Of late, ‘‘Cow- 
boy Em,’ Mischler of the Docey Doe Boys has presented it often 
over WHO. Robert B. Austin, Leonard’s Father, has also written 
eleven songs. 

While overseas, Austin met and married Amalia Scharnagl, a 
Czechoslovakian girl. Their daughter, Eva Maria, 5, was born in 
Munich. He is at present Head Male Attendant at The Horton 
Rest Home at Winterset, lowa, and thus ends the story of ‘’The Sing- 
ing Strongman,’’ who has now organized The Golden West Publish- 
ing Co. of Lorimor, lowa, to publish his own Music and Songs. 


— pe 


Circus Coming To Brantford on 
Coronation Day 


Sent in by E. W. Cripps, Member from Brantford, Ontario, Canada 


Three aldermen have been named as the city council's representa- 
tives on a committee to study the Brantford Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce proposal of suitable arrangements for recognition in Brant- 
ford of Coronation Day in Brantford. 


The Jaycees are sponsoring a circus here Coronation Day and 
Mayor Howard E. Winter has suggested that Brantford’s celebration 
be “‘tied in’”’ with the coming of the King Bros. and Cristiani Circus 

f Macon, Georgia, which has undertaken to give at least two per- 
formances, afternoon and evening, under Jaycee sponsorship. 


Reville Hitchon, President of the Jaycees, said today that the 
King Bros. and Cristiani family of 28 members were a well-known 
circus organization, having joined forces several years ago. They 
are one of the few existing circuses which still give the parade of 
“The good old days.’” A road show, instead of travelling by rail, 
the 3 ring circus has 48 vehicles, together with steam calliope, and 
the proposed parade would extend at least a mile. 
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Additions To Museum of American 
Circus 


One of the world’s largest collections of ‘‘“magic’’ material was re- 
cently given to the State of Florida for its Museum of the American 
Circus, and will soon be on display there. 


Thomas Chew Worthington II] of Baltimore, Md., spent many years 
gathering together the thousands of items that have long made him 
the envy of other collectors of magic. He insured them for $100,000. 
However, as Mr. Worthington wrote to John L. Sullivan, curator of 
the Circus Museum, he is no longer young, and is in poor health. 
Therefore, he was willing to make a gift of his collection, if a proper 
place was available for its preservation. The State Board of Control, 
which operates the Circus Museum as one of the three Ringling 
Museums, accepted. 


Mr. Sullivan explains that one of the terms on which the collection 
was given was that the magicians’ code should be respected, and no 
item should be displayed in such a way that secrets would be given 
away. 


Mr. Worthington has known many of the most famous magicians. 
He gives the collection in memory of Howard Thurston, who was his 
best friend, and about whom he wrote a book. WHe was on familiar 
terms with Harry Kellar. And he has himself been successful as one 
of those who delight and amaze the public with tricks and illusions. 


The collection is rich in pieces of apparatus once used by famous 
magicians. There is, for example, a vanishing-bird cage, given to 
Thurston when he first appeared before the Emperor Franz Josef, 
which is said to have belonged to Robert Houdin. There are also 67 
wands with which magicians have waved illusion into the eyes of 
their audiences, any one of which would be a collector’s dream. One 
of the wands was made out of a plank from the original floor boards 
of the historic Ford’s Theater in Baltimore. 


There are illusionary gadgets, large and small, that were the 
property of: ‘’Prof.’* Henderson, who was a member of the crew of 
the Monitor during the Civil War; Alexander Herrmann, one of the 
best known magicians of all time; Bautier de Kolta; Balabrega: W. 
J. Judd; Herbert Brooks; Hilliard; J. J. Goodwin; and Jean Hugard. 

Officials of the Circus Museum report that there is everything 
from large “vanishing” trunks to cards made for special tricks. Many 
books included. All these will be added to the comparatively small 
but important magic collection already owned by the museum, which 
was the gift of A. Everett Austin, Jr., director of the Ringling 
Museums. 
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WANTED WANTED 


MODEL BUILDERS, CIRCUSIANA 
COLLECTORS, AND PHOTOGRAPHERS 
Who are Proud of Their Hobby. 


These people should be more than willing 


to participate in the 7th Annual Circusiana 
Exhibit to be held at the Washington 
County Museum of Fine Arts from June 
28th thru July 31, 1953. The display will 
occupy one of the largest galleries on the 
main floor this year with all models, etc., 
shown under glass. All members are being 
asked to contribute at least one item from 
their collection. Again this year there will 
be a photography contest, all persons in- 
terested in this part of the exhibit should 
write to Samuel J. Weston, 30 West 
Potomac St., Williamsport, Maryland, for 
the complete set of rules. All others desir- 
ing information contact P. R. Hemphill, Jr., 
32 South Mulberry Street, Hagerstown, 
Maryland. Items for display should be 
.shipped to the museum to arrive not later 
than June 27, 1953. 
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C.H.S. Member To Go on the Road 
This Season 


JOHN C. CLOUTMAN No. 501, PRESS AGENT 
FOR HUNT BROS. CIRCUS 





John Cloutman of Dover, New Hampshire, is returning to circus 
life. He has already started his duties. He will be happy to see any 
C.H.S. member so make yourself acquainted with him 


The following is from the Foster's Democrat: 


John C. Cloutman, county editor t iqned in August 195; ind is a mem 
Foster Democrat is leaving the Demo ber and former head usher of St. Jonn 
crat staff to become pre representative Methodist church 
with the Hunt Br Circus for the season ' , , 

7 > v 1G DY r rie 
le leaves Saturday, April | Ith, for the riunt Ge Circu a ic ' 
how vinter uarters in Burlington, N T. Hunt, Sr., and hi ns and daughter 

invite qudqd I ) tigie RF 
J ) | : is now in its 6]lst season and Mr. Clout 
= man will travel with the show, handling 

Mr. Cloutman has been with the Dem public relatior and is also to publi 
crat for a period of 18 year He first and have charge of the sale of the show 
joined the staff as reporter in October program 

{f 1926 and remained with the paper 
per . oa Prior to coming to the Democrat in 
,* ' if . nr” ) erinn ? ‘ . oe 
in that capacity until the spring of 1932 1926 Mr. Cloutman had served as tims 
when he joined Russell Br Circus a an, ae el an 
) , , . 4 keeper for the John Robinson Circus 
re nt r tne Tall ne returne tO 
: i} peas that season He has maintained his in 
the Democrat and in 1736 became an terest in the circus world in the interval 
j : ‘ nt 1 thy ‘ ' | ~ \ . } | \ ¥ J 
{ if Tre Jpt geparimern GQ nd for the past few veor } . heen 7 
‘ wil } i i ¥ 4 tu ' st ¥ 
, | hinvard mainino > ; 
, ae , pyard, remaining ing illustrated lecture n the circu 
rere a ) supervisor until December of for the past 23 years he has been w 
Democrat. KI wn in entertainment circie tnroug 


NOTES FROM BARABOO 


Word has been received from Baraboo, Wisc., regarding the pro- 
posed Museum. There is a movement afoot to buy the old camel barn 
and the big horse barn next to it in what was formerly Ringlingville, 
as there lies the true circus history and the old time circus atmos- 
phere. There is land enough that goes with the purchase that a 
park can be made along with the buildings. 

The back end of the horse barn has the old training ring in it, 
with the old mechanic still there. 

| feel sure that all of the circus fans, and the citizens of Baraboo 
feel that this is truly the right place for a circus museum 

John M. Kelly has purchased the Columbian band wagon 
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PARADE WAGON COLOR PLATES NOW AVAILABLE 


The 8 Plates from recently published Book 


“CIRCUS PARADES, A PICTURE HISTORY” 


These Plates are printed in 4 colors with Fadeproof Inks on 


Heavy Weight DeLuxe Enameled paper. Print size 
7¥2" BY 1042". PERFECT FOR FRAMING, 


Scrap Book, or Gifts. 


Never before have pictures of famous parade wagons been offered 
in full color—authentic in every detail 


. America Wagon—Barnum & Bailey 1903—blue, gold and red. 
. Carl Hagenbeck Lion Tableau—White, trimmed in gold, blue, 
red, and green. 
. Golden Age of Chivalry—1903 Barnum & Bailey—green and red 
trimmed in gold. 
4. Ringling Bros. Calliope 1910—red and gold. 
5. Dolphin Bandwagon—|1 910 Forepaugh-Sells Bros.—red, white and 
gold. 


The above paintings are the work of Charles Amidon, 17 Walker Street, Orange, 
Massachusetts. 


6. Lion & Mirror Bandwagon—!878 Adam Forepaugh—green and 
gold. 

7. Six different designs of typical sunburst wheels—each in full color 

8. Two early wheel designs (spokes carved) and four with wood 
panels—each in full color. 


Don't pass up this offer if you want authentic circus pictures in full color. They 
will be a historical and colorful addition to your collection. 


THE PLATES ARE $3.00 FOR SET OF 8 POSTPAID 
Sets Not Broken 


SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


CHARLES PHILIP FOX 


RTE. 4 —- OCONOMOWOC, WISC. 


ALSO AVAILABLE—COPIES OF “CIRCUS TRAINS” 


This book is a photographic history of Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey Trains from 1938 thru 1948. Dozens of large and beautiful 
photos of wagons on flats, trains, enroute, loading and unloading, 
etc. Size of book 10” x 14°°. Heavy enamel paper, colorful cover. 


PRICE $1.50 POSTPAID 
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THE MONTICELLO HOTEL 


NORFOLK, VA. 


HEADQUARTERS FOR C. H. S. CONVENTION 
AUGUST 7, 8, 9, 1953 


ny 


— Schedule of Rates — 
Single rooms without bath but with hot and cold running 
water $3.50 and $4.00 per day. 


Single rooms with bath $4.50, $5.00, $6.50 and $7.50 
per day. 


Double rooms without bath but with hot and cold run- 
ning water $5.50 and $6.00 per day. 


Double rooms with bath $7.00, $8.00, $9.00 and $10.00 
per day. 


Twin-Bed Rooms and Bath $9.00, $10.00, $11.00 and 
$12.50 per day. 


Parlor, Bedroom with bath (one or two persons) $19.00 
and $22.00 per day. 


All rooms equipped with Radio. Most rooms also equip- 
ped with Television. 


MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY 





